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As You Like It: Movie Viewership in the Digital Era

Even in the age of streaming video, 
tablets, smartphones, DVD and Blu-ray 
players, pay-per-view cable, and home 

theater systems, going to the movies is 
something special. People go for a variety 
of reasons—to learn things, to escape 
from everyday life, to enjoy a pleasant 
activity, to pass the time, to avoid feeling 
lonely, to fit in with others, or to learn 
about themselves.42 Young people who 
are dating may go to the movies for no 

other reason than to be alone in the dark 
away from parental supervision.

But there are other things that make going 
to the movies unique. Movies are typically 
“edgier” than what is shown on television, 
although cable and home video have 
changed this substantially. There is also the 
larger-than-life aspect of movies such as 
the Harry Potter or James Bond or Hobbit 
series, which bring people into theaters for 

an overwhelming visual and sonic 
experience. While the giant screen 
Cinerama system has died out, large-
format IMAX theaters that were traditionally 
used for science and nature films at 
museums are now screening popular 
releases on their screens that can be 
several stories tall. Action and science 
fiction movies such as Avatar, The Dark 
Knight Rises, and Gravity all brought in 
more than $100 million globally each from 
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As You Like It: Movie Viewership in the Digital Era
New viewing platforms and technologies (online subscription, streaming, DVD, 
tablets, smartphones) are changing the film industry and movie viewership.
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Movie theater attendance has declined ...

In fact, the more devices we have, the more movies we watch
Total average number of movies watched annually, where and how

And even though piracy via illegal downloading is rampant ...
Top 10 most pirated films of 2013

Sources:

http://www.mpaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/MPAA
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... but watching outside theaters, at home and via subscription, is increasingly popular

Source: http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/just-americans-love-dvrs-streaming-277695
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Source: http://www.nielsen.com/us/en/newswire/2013/spoiler-alert-mobile-moviegoers-are-the-biggest-movie-enthusiasts.html

Source: http://torrentfreak.com/the-hobbit-most-pirated-film-of-2013-131231
Sources: http://imgur.com/3l7GDSY, https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20140328/11442826721/piracy-
continues-killing-movie-business-to-new-record-highs.shtml
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... box office revenues hit an all-time high in 2013
Global box office, all films (billions of dollars)

Movie Estimated downloads (millions)

 1. The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey

 2. Django Unchained

 3. Fast And Furious 6

 4. Iron Man 3

 5. Silver Linings Playbook

 6. Star Trek Into Darkness

 7. Gangster Squad

 8. Now You See Me

 9. The Hangover Part 3

 10. World War Z

8.4

8.1

7.9

7.6

7.5

7.4

7.2

7.0

6.9

6.7
0

10

20

$30

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

$29.4 $31.6 $32.6
$34.7 $35.9

1,000%


